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An Opening for 
Greener Thinking
environmental concerns are most critical 
at wall openings, where air and moisture infiltration, 
thermal bridging, and passive solar gain happen. It’s 
also where LEED criteria for views and daylight – and 
comfort factors such as glare – are put to the test. 
In response, manufacturers are churning out high-
performance window treatments like new fabrics, 
meshes, and adaptable frames. Even components once 
left to engineers or subcontractors to recommend are 
now called out by the architect: high-efficiency motors, 
actuators, even BAS integration. Shown at right is an 
unassuming office with floor-to-ceiling window walls 
that benefits from energy-saving, super-quiet motors 
from Hunter Douglas tucked above the ceiling. 

window treatments
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a-team
manufacturer: Mermet
performance: 14% openness factor

price range:  $$$
applications: A novel woven fiberglass 
fabric featuring Enduris Glass Core material, 
A-Screen is ideal for roller shade, roman 
shade, and panel track applications. Filtering 
up to 97% of UV, A-Screen is Greenguard and 
Oeko-Tex certified and fire rated (NFPA 701). 
Roll width is 98.4’’. 
www.mermetusa.com 
(SNAP #87)

cornice boards
manufacturer: InPro Corporation
performance: 100% fire-retardant 
boards, fabric, trim
price range:  $$
applications: Ideal for hospitality and 
health care settings, these cornice boards 
look hand sewn, have an extruded PVC frame 
and install with simple J-brackets. Standard 
fabric range includes four neutrals and 11 
colors of fire-rated cord trim. Up to 14’ long in 
standard heights of 8’’ or 12’’.
www.inprocorp.com 
(SNAP #88)

“Our practice takes the position 
that window treatments should be 
integrated into architectural design. 
Because they are exposed, treat-
ments have an aesthetic impact on 
the building. The wall space adjacent 
to windows needs to accommodate 
stacking space for draperies. This 
is often overlooked, particularly in 
multifamily and hospitality.”

“Light shelves are a great passive 
way to do many tasks with one item. 
To maximize your efforts toward 
the LEED Daylight and Views credit, 
locate your light shelf at 7’ 6” above 
the finished floor. Daylight glazing 
– above the shelf – does not need 
interior shades, saving some cost 
and resources or allowing you to 
put better shades below.”

“Roller shades are the optimal 
solution for interior window 
treatments. Remember that when 
selecting a color, it may be visible 
from both the inside and outside of 
the building. The openness factor 
determines the visibility through 
the shades. For a clean design, 
match the fascia finish of the shade 
to the window frame finish.”

snapshots

key    $ = value,  $$ = mid-range,  $$$ = high-end

ametco (SNAP #90)

nanawall systems inc. (SNAP #91)

phantom screens (SNAP #92)

traco (SNAP #93)

patio enclosures inc. (SNAP #94)

window screen  
manufacturers to watch

source: top five downloads at sweets.com  
from 6/09–7/09
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source: mcgraw-hill construction research & analytics

top 5 building types 
for louvers  

dorms apartments public

40 percent
In the winter, the quantity of heat that 
escapes a home through the windows. 

new math

source: www.windowworks.ca

reducing solar heat gain

sources: www.dwconline.com, www.eere.energy.gov, 
www.smartenergyliving.org, and us department of 

energy, consumer’s guide to energy efficiency  
and renewable energy

reduced sunlight = reduced energy costs

 65%  
window awnings (south windows)

   77%  
window awnings (west windows)  

62%  
honeycomb/ cellular window treatments  

45%  
window treatments 

integral window shading
manufacturer: Phantom Screens
performance: Up to 75% UV block

price range:  $$
applications: Ideal for casement, double-
hung, and tilt-and-turn window types, Serene 
retractable screen assemblies are available in 
solar mesh, suncreen, and block-out materials 
and in a variety of colors. Aluminum frame 
sizes range 13.5’’–72’’ wide and up to 78’’ tall.
www.phantomscreens.com 
(SNAP #89)

  eco-friendly attributes=

hush now  Whisper Motors from Hunter Douglas keeps things quiet.
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